
July 27, 2009 
 
Ministry of the Environment 
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 12th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada M4V 1P5 
 
Re:  Attachment to Addendum No. 2 – Revised 
 Environmental Study Report 
 Class Environmental Assessment  
 The Town of South Bruce Peninsula 
 Project No. OS-05-142-11-OS 
 
Honourable Minister, 
 
It is my opinion that the proposed changes are a significant modification to the project and I am herewith 
requesting the Ministry of Environment either a) make an Order for the proposal to proceed as an Addendum, or 
b) deny the changes requested. 
 
My concerns are as follows: 
 

1. Project Modified.  The attachment to Addendum No. 2 – revised proposes to change the project from the 
original Clearford-style system to a conventional gravity sewer system.  These changes are being requested 
ostensibly to provide basement septic service in an area in which few, if any, basements exist because of 
the high water table.   Nothing has changed since the original design and so it begs the question, why 
wasn’t this originally proposed?  The proposed change will alter the parameters for the type of sewage 
flowing to the proposed treatment plant and could have serious impact on the receiving water. 
 

2. Notice.  I feel it is important that the Town of South Bruce Peninsula perform this project in a transparent 
fashion with full public disclosure and ample notice to all residents; not just what is required by law.  Very 
few residents will have noticed this change as it was buried in council, committee of the whole, agenda 
attachments.  No attempt has been made by the Town to post a notice of the proposed changes on their 
website or inform residents of any comment process. 
 

3. Funding.  The proposed changes will add an estimated additional $1,000,000.00 to the cost of the project.  
This represents an increase of over 10% in the original costs to the serviced ratepayers.  I am suspicious 
that this latest proposal was not put forth earlier because the additional costs would not have been 
acceptable to the ratepayers and an attempt is now being made to ‘slide this in through the backdoor’ so to 
speak.  The changes also mean more revenue for the consultants and engineers; is this a scam to squeeze 
more money out of the government programs to line their pockets? 
 

4. Social/Environmental Impact.  The changes will also have a huge social impact due to the fact that 
roadways and easements will be closed and dug up during the busy summer tourist season.  The original 
proposal was much less ‘invasive’.  Also the additional excavation could have serious environmental effects 
that were not contemplated or investigated in the original EA.  There is a very real possibility of water 
infiltration in the deep trenches that will need to be dug; this would mean dewatering and additional cave 
in protection which will further increase costs.  The original EA did not provide any tests for water 
infiltration; at a minimum, these tests should be performed before approval of the proposed changes. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Randy Rogers 
Box 103 
Hepworth, Ontario 
Canada  N0H 1P0 
Cc: Town of South Bruce Peninsula Council and MPW Brad McRoberts 


